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to make their records
available to third-party

database organizations, such
as the American Annotated
Bird Record Center. Indeed,
the ABA is willing to work
with other institutions and
organizations to facilitate
access to information. The

organization has
experimented with a

collaborative licensing
arrangement with the
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National Audubon Society.
The ABA charges a one-time

fee of $5 per bird. The
Audubon Society then places
the data on its databases and

recoups the cost through
royalties. But the primary

obstacle to the ABA’s ability
to move to a post-license
model may be the tension
between the organization’s
collective-licensing model

and its commitment to
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individual ownership of birds.
“I think the biggest obstacle
is that it just would be too

expensive for the ABA to put
[all the bird record card data]

up there,” says Tucker,
noting that the current cost
of digitizing a record card is

about $60 and includes
transcription, scanning and

optical character recognition
of the record. “Do the math

and the cost is not really
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worth it for us,” she says. So
far, the ABA has been holding

out until recording marks
become a rare commodity
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